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CASH ASSISTANCE

‘NAJIB: BR1M NOT A BRIBE

Aid recipients not
forced to support
BN, says PM

HANA NAZ HARLIN
KUALA LUMPUR
NEWSENELOOmM Ty

RIME Minister Dutuk Ser

Mafiby Razak yesterday reit

erated that the cash assis

tnee o people under the

IMaluysia People’s Aid (BRIM) was
rit abibe but to help the needy,

Hex saicd BRIM i were not

lorced 1o support Barisan Nasional,

e wis it distributed anly i those

wha supported BN,

He said the Saudi Arabia e
ment had a similar version of csh
assistance o its ctizens,

“1 spoke to several Saudi Arabian
ministers yesterday (Sunday), and
they told me that they had opened »
bank account specifically fior the pur
pase of giving out cash aid o nevddy
familios .

50, when (former prime minister
Tun) Dr Mahathir {Mohamacly says
BRIM s a form of corruption. then
what is the difforence betwoen BRIV
anel the one the Saudi government 1=
iving ot

“The Saudis do net think thar
(their cosh handout) 1s o form al
bribery” he said at the launch of the
Residensi Kerinchi Mats ang 1Wilapah

Perseliituan feast here, -

Najib, wha i slso finance mipister,
st the oil-rich Saucli governmant
wiould also introduce the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) soon,

“Therefore, the Malwysian Ber-
ment’s movie o implement chis tax-
atian sysem was nal wi

“There must be o valid reason as (o
why the Saucli government also
wants to implement GST,”

Majib suicl he was also wld by the
Savdi ministers, who were aecom-
panying their ruler’s four-duy state
visit 1o Malaysta, that the oil price in
their country had incressed by half,

“Here, we muke a big fiss over an
incresse of 10 senor 20 sen”

The prime minkster zald the peo-
ple should not be swayed by the

provocations by the appasition par
tes a5 the movernment had made
varkows efforts Lo improve the i
heood o Malaysians.

[ Mahat hir had said in Decomber
last wear that giving out BRIM
amounte to bribery,

However, hie wias later reporeed o
have changed his mind in mid-Jan-
uary when he said his new political
pearey would eunsicler imiplementing
IE Pt wom the nest general election.

Present at yesterday'’s event wore
Federal Territories Minster Datuk
Seti Tenghi Adman Tenghky Mansor,
Urban Wellbeing, Housing and Lical
Government Minister Tan Srl Neh
Omar and Lembah Panea) Umno eli- |
viskon chiel Datok Seri Ruja Momg ||
Chik Faja Zainal Abidip.



